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| II. Wherein confifts a perfon being truly profited by the preached word. 
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TUESDAY. 


HE Meflengers of the Affociated Churches met at three o'clock, © 
Sung, (R. 436.) Brother Purpy prayed. The names of the 
Minifters and Meflengers were called over. Brother Stancer was 
choſen Moderator, and Brother Mippiston Scribe. The Preſident 
or Moderator then read the Rules of the Affociation, after which the 
affembled Body heard the letters from the reſpective Churches which 
compofe this Aſſoeiation. The Prefident concluded in prayer, 
Adjourned. 
Divine worſhip began at feven o’clock, and was conducted in the 
following manner: — Sung (V. A. 103) Brother Bentuirr, of 
Maidſtone, prayed. Sung (. B. 29.) Brother MiD Ton preached 
from (1 Tim. i. 11.) The glorious Gofpel of the Blefed Ged. Sung 
(. B. 126.) Brother Leccerr, of Burwah, concluded in prayer. 


WEDNESDAY. 


We met at fix o’clock. The Brethren Burt, A. Stace, and 
Sxinner, engaged in prayer; and fuitable hymns were fung; after 
which the Annual Letter, which Brother Knorr had been deputed to 


draw up, was read publicly, and approved, and ordered to be printed, 
for the ufe of the Churches. 
It was 1 that the next A ſſociation fhould be held at Afhford? 
Put up at the Oak. It was agreed that Brother Purpy fhould write 
the next Annual Letter, and that one of the following fubjeéts, or 
2 not been attended to, fhould be recommended 
to im. 


I. What is the bef method of oppofing the infidelity of the day ? 


The Brethren Coz, Stancrr, and Purpy, were appointed to 
ch at Afhford ; and, in cafe of failure of Brethren, Morais, 
god Humpurgy. The Prefident concluded in prayer. Adjourned. 
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worſdip tea catried on In the 
following 433.) The and 


dor v from Cor. 1. 8, 9 
Sung Wiser, late of Athford, con cluded 
in prayer. 


he Meffengers met for public bufinefs at three o'clock. Sung 
Kew 132.) and Brother Smiru prayed. It was agreed that he 
Mpcting — Fatt Day, the firft Wed- 
November, continy 

op eA (W. 3. 121.) The Prefident concludé in prayer. 

Divine worſhip began at feverro’clock, and was carried on in the 
followin ung (. 1140 Brother Stancer 
Sung 177.) Brother Ar from P/. cxxxi 
Sung (V. F. exxxii.) fet Brother or concluded the who : 


in prayer. 
We had a happy ‘and we felt ous. fouls hb. 
therly Jove, and * efteem foreach other. Though we cannot 


exhibit: to the _ increafe of memberi in our Churches in the 
paſt year, we have many mercies to be thankful for. We exiſt as 


the Churches of Chriſt, and we are y in peace, We have the 
bleſſ of religious liberty, in all its ‘extent, continued * us 
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ASHFORD, ~ - 8 inner, 


Fol xs } Wiliam Kennett, 


Eynsrorp,- Jen 


‘RoTHERIIELD, No Meffengers, 
Wiversriztp, - No Meffengers nor 


THE 


STATEor CHURCHES, 


IN THIS 


ASSOCIATION. 


1800. 


(Ministers Names are in IrALics.) 


— 


CHURCHES, 


ohn Rogers, 


William copping, 
SANDHURST, = « James Beach, 
Samuel Burt, 


William Atwood, 
Auften Stace, 


BESSE t’s-GREEN, John Stanger, 
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Hen. Jarret, Jun. 


is Thomas Purdy, 
RYE, „, W. Butler, 
Thomas Dawes, 
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Joeſepk D. Middl.ton, 
BRIGHTHELMSTON, Richard Smith, -. 
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JOHN STANGER, Mopzraror, 
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more efpecially of the Churches 
prayers to God. We wiſh, in our Ammitial Epiſtle; to fay fomething 
to you, that mighit be ealeuluted to promdte it i and we pray the Lord 
would blefs it to that purpoſe. It hathipleafed God, we truſt, in 
purſuance of his eternal purpofe, which he has purpoſed in Chriſt 
Jeſus our Lord, to call you by his grace, to deliver you from the 
power of darknefs, and to tranſlate you into the kingdom of ‘his deac 
Son; 40 convince you of fin, to bring You to Jefus for falvation, 
and through him to Zion. You have given yourſelves, firſt to the 
Lord; and then to us, and to one another by the will of God. We 


fhall therefore attempt to fet before you, ſome things relative to your — 


connection one with another, as Church’ Members, which we hope 
ma be for mutual benefit. | Lon ow 


Voor privileges, dear Brethren, as Members of Goſpel Chufches, 


are great. You are by divine grace, ſeparated from‘ che world; 
which lieth in wickednefs ; ‘as‘a garden encloſed is from the barren 
wilderneſſ. You have the Word of God and the Ordinances of his 
Houſe, duly’ adminiſtered among you. You ire called to ſpecial 
fellowhhip with: the Saints, the excellent of the earth. have 
the promiſed fp ene and bleſſing of the divine Head of the 
Church, who watketh in the midſt of the golden candlefticks j and 
has promifed, that in all places, where his name is recorded, the 
he will meet with his aſſembled people, and-blefs them, We tru 
that you have repeatedly found the promife fulfilled in your’ expe- 
rience, in the Lord's Earthly Courts; and that you will, until ‘you 
are brought to join the General Affembly, and Church of the Firſt 
Born, whoſe names are written in Heaven. Conſtantiy bear in 
mind, that for all thefe privileges you are indebted to free and ſove- 
reign grace. Confider what you onet were what many of your 
fellow creatures now atem-and what you ſtill would have been, ‘had 
not grace made 

of the bright «profpeéts before you; of the fource of them, eternal 
love ; of the way in which they flow to you, redemption by Jeſus 


Chrift ; of the power by which you have been brought to the enjoy; 


: E truſt we dat fay; but the perity of Zion at large j and 
with Which we are affociatéd, 
lies near our hearts: It Kas been, and is remembered by us, in dur 


you to differ. Think of the bleffings you efijoy’; — 
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ment of them, the un- agency of the Holy Spirit. Think of 7 
gratitude, love, and j joy. ar 

With the e of your ſtate, duties are connected, which we 


would bring to your remembrance. 

Firſt, that of — Jeſus Chriſt is King, 
i is fubj en ou proleffedly gre.’ Act gs ſuch. 
reverential regard to his authority ; his with 
„ fincere defite to know his w £0.him,s for the illumination 
E 4 t; that you may underiland it; and whatever yon find 
is will, obey it in his 7 without hefitation ; do not 
| vile with oti? known duty, left ye be found guilty of — 
isp Your ful bring guile upony: 
Puls. As, loyal fubjects, 

your woſ ardent affection he is love 
in his w vely in his reign. He rules 
love reigns, by love, in. his ſuhjec ls, and defigns 
—— — happy, in his of love above. II 
be among the 22 we know. that ho is precious to.you 
and you wil, as, wi nay be more ſo 
ds, confide in him. Woun-ene. 


but, in bim you have infinite fullneſi ſor 


is made urito pas and alton 1 
ion. e ng ation: | „ 
ou B rethren, to remen the Church 
„Ali. That 85 the the 
for te once delved tothe,Saints. ade 
Infidelity are Yanctss; 
sof, ruth, to be watch- 


ference, $0 the doctrinal 
As what, Father of of Lies — 
us it may diffinguithed amangſt men, 
wh Ch God,—It is injurious to experi- 


fal, ten 


to real p of 
» .confider, the rejation i in — ‘Stand one to 
oy fellow members in the Churches of Chriſt: You are 
Members of the ſame Family ; yes, | 
baptized one body of which the 


is Ain 


‘as 1, Cor. xii. Walk then in Love, as 
hritt hath. for you. See chat you fall 


oat by the way. contentions ; they are 
er 
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fbi it all been 
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bf peace and profperity in the Churches of Chriſt; they being 
guilt upon the confcience and barrennefs into the foul. ‘They grieve 
the Holy Spirit, by whom, we truft, ye are fealed, to the day of | 
Redemption. They are ſtumblin blocks on the way of enquiring 
fouls, who are = the path to Zion; and they are diſhonourable 


\ ' " to the name of Chriſt, cauſing the way of Truth, to be evil fpoxen 
f . Watch and pray. againſt thefe things; cherifh mutual love and 
eſteem. Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love 


in honour} preférving one another,” Rom. xii, 10. Tenderly fympa- 

thife, one with afiother, under trials; * bear ye one anothér’s bur- 

* dens, and fo fulfil the law of Chrift?? Watch over each other for 
} ood ; and when needful, admonifh and reftore the fallen; „in the 
irie of meeknefs, conſidering thyfelf, left thou alſo be tempted,” 
J. vi. 1, 2. Labour as inftruments in the hand of God, to pro- 
| mote each other’s edification ; be willing to ſpend and be fpent ; to 
lay out 83 in body and ſpirit, time and talents, for this pur- 

a not fay, Alas, what can I do? and thus fink into flothful 

nactivity. Pray that your hearts be indeed in earneſt, engaged in 

feeking the good of Zion; and then you will not want for oppor- 

tunity ; nor in humble dependence upon the grace, which is in 


Chriſt Jefus, for ability, in your ſphere, to promote it. 
We particularly intreat you, Brethren, be much in prayer one 
with, and for each other. Prihitive Chriſtians * continued ſtedfaſtly 


beth in the Apoſtles doctrines and in prayer,” 44 ii. 42. Social 
has a happy tendenty; mt the divine bleſſing, to knit 
the hearts of Chriſtians together in Love. It is encouraged, by that 
4 moſt gracious declaration of our divirié Maſter: If two of you ſhall 
4 agree on earth, as touching any thing they ſhall afk, it thall be done 
for them, of my Father, who is in Heaven,” Mart. xiii. 19. 
A ſpirit of prayer is intimately connected with the proſperity of 
14 the Church. Thus, faith the Lord God, I will yet be enquired of 
BS by the Houfe of Ifrael, to do it for them; I will increafe them with 
men as a flock,” Eeekie/, xxxvi. 37. Diligent attendance on meet- 
ings for prayer, is in Churches a token for good ; where it abounds, 
these is reafon to hope, that the work of God is going forward. On 
the contrary, where indifference and neglect of this important duty 
prevail, there is great reafon to apprehend, little of the Power of 
religion, is felt. Such Churches have reafon to fear; left their can. 
dleſtiek be removed out of its place. 
Finally. Brethren, we with you to confider the nicecflity of 
maintaining order in the Churches of Chriſt. 
The God of Zian, is not the author of confufion ; but of peace. 
| Let all things be done dectntly and in order. The conſtitution of our 
„ Churches, gives to private Members, greater activity and influence, 
ie the difcipline of the Church, than thoſe of ſome others. We 
a lament, when we fee it ſo abufed, as to produce anarchy and ftrife. 
«Brethren; ; only uſe not liberty for an 


occaſion 


ie 


K 
{ 
vw 


occaſion to the fiefh; but by Love, ſerve one another.” Wie befeech 
you, know them that are over you in the Lord, and admonifh you, 
and eſteem them very highly in Love for their works’ fake ; and be 
at among yourfelves.” Fill up your places regularly in the 
houfe, and at the table of the Lord, in your reſpective Churches. 
Do not difcourage the hearts, and weaken the hands of your Miniſters, 
by a negligent and flothful, or irregular conduct, 
* Forfake not the aflembling of yourfelves together, as alas, the 
manner of fume is ;” but act as thofe who efteem a day in the Courts 
of the Lord, better than a thoufand elfewhere ; ** who had rather 
be door-keepers, in the houfe of God ; than to dwell in the tents of 
wickednefs. 
In any matter of 1 2 that may arife in any of your Churches, 
reſpect Ab decifion of the majority of the Church. Jo do otherwife, 
js to introduce anarchy in the ſtead of order; contention and c amour 
in the ftead of peace; and a bitter party ſpirit in the room of that 
harmony and love which fhould 2 | 
There may, indeed, be fome few cafés, in which a member can. 
not conſclentiouſly comply with the decifions of the majority of his 
Brethren; in fuch cafe, we conceive it the duty of the member 
peaceably to withdraw, removing his communion elſe where. But 
we believe fuch cafes very rarely occur. 
To ftimulate you, Brethren, . to the duties we have fet before you: 
we intreat you to confider the Apoſtle and High Prieft of our pro- 
fefGon, Jefus Chriſt. “ He loved the Church, and gave himſelf for 
it, that he might ſanctify and cleanfe it, with the waſhing of water 
by the word; that he might prefent it to himſelf a gen Church ; 
not having ſpot or wrinkle, or any fuch thing; but chat it ſhould 
be holy and without blemish,” Bpd. v. 25, 26. How fervent his 
Love! How warm and ſteady his zeal! How indefatigably labo» 
rious his life! How ignominious and painful his death! How in, 
ceſſant and prevalent his interceflion above ! How glorious and gra- 
cious his reign! How liberal and kind his ſupplies of his ſpirit ! 
And all to eller the falvation of fonls, and the Beauty and happine ſi 
of his bride, the Church. Eye his example, admire his Love, and 
drink into his fpirit. Let this mind be in you, which was alfo in 
Chhriſt Jeſus.“ 
Again, conſider, Brethren, the intimate connection there is, 
between perfonal and focial religion The peace and pro pe ity 
of Zion are intimately connected with the peace and proſperity 
of your own fouls. If you fincerely aim at, and endeavour to pra- 
mote the former, you will, no doubt, feel the happy influence f it, 
as it refpects the latter, in your own fouls, But if you are unhap- 
ily ſecking your own, and not the things that are Jefus Chriſt's, 
hat can be expected, but that you fhould be lean and barren in 
r own fouls? Confider ſeriouſly, how much time you have loft, 
thet ought to have been K a in the cauſe of the Redeemer, and 
for the good of his body, the Church; how many opportunities 


have 
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have been veglected; how ſinfully the ſpirit of the world has been 
permitted to enervate your zeal, and flacken your hands; how little 
of time or opportunity may now be before you ? Act as knowing 
the time, that it is now high time for you to awake out of fleep ;” for 
now is * ſalvation nearer than when yor firſt believed. 

Finally, Brethren, look forward to the Charch triumphant above; 
think of the fullneſs of light and love, purity and joy, glory and 
triumph of that happy ftate. Keep the end in view; and it will 
animate you, under all the difficulties and labours of the way. 

Labour and pray to feel more and more of Heaven brought down 
to earth, both in your own fouls, individually, and in your ſoeial 
religious connections. Oh! that abundance of the precious dew of 
heavenly influence, may defcend on your fouls, and on ours; then 
Mall we grow as the lilly—and caf forth our roots as Lebanon. 

„ Brethren, now we live, if ye ftand faft in the Lord, we com- 
mend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to 


build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them that 
| 
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OBSERVATIONS 


on 
oO the 1 WILLIAM and MARY. Chap. 18. 


‘COMMONLY CALLED THE 


Act 


| AND ON 
11 STATUTE of the 19 GEO. III. Chap. 44. 
INTITLED 


An Aa for. the-further. Relief of Proteftant 
Diffenting-Mimflers and Schoolmaflers ; 


| IN REFERENCE TO 
PROTESTANT DISSENTING MINISTERS OF CON- 
GREGATIONS AND OT HERS, 


to qualify themselves under the said Acts. 


BARRISTER AT LAW. — . 


1 think it of the utmost importance that all the evafegoences of the 
PY. of Toleration ſhould be purfued with the greateft liberality, in eaſe 
* een the ſcrupulous conſciences of the Diſſenters on the one hand ; but fo 


** as thofe ſcruples of conſcience fhould not be prejudicial tothe reftof the 


„% King’s Subjefts: For a ſcruple of conſcience intitles a party to indul- 


15 ea „ gence and proteétion? fo far as not to fuffer för it; but itis of conſct- 


% quence * * the Sub ef fhould not fuffer too.“ 
LORD MANSFIELD, 
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